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accordingly built in the mother's womb, while the dense
body is built into that etheric double, molecule by mole-
cule, physical heredity thus having full sway in the
materials provided. Thoughts and passions of surround-
ing people, especially of the mother and father, influence
the building of the bodies. The new astral body coming
into contact with the etheric double exercises a great
influence over its formation, and through it the mental
body works upon the nervous organisation. This building
of brain and nerves, and their correlation to the astral
and mental bodies, go on till the seventh year when the
connection between the real man and his physical vehicle
is complete.

(< 'Tis but as when one layeth

His worn out robes away,
And, taking new ones, sayeth :

' These will I wear to-day.'
So putteth by the Spirit

Lightly its garb of flesh,
And passeth to inherit

A residence afresh."

And this long life of his lasts until he attains that
goal of Divinity which God means him to attain.

Q. But why are 'some persons born deformed, dwarf,
crippled ?

Ans. The karma of cruelty inflicted on others in past
lives results in deformed physical bodies. The 'inquisitors
of old and the vivisectors of the present day, as well as
schoolmasters ruling by fear instead of by love, terrorising
the children and abusing the power put into their hands,
are born in such bodies.

Evil thoughts and desires, hatred and passion,
cause a deformed body in extreme cases, and in all
cases result in a body deficient in strength or in.